In the title polymeric complex, {[Cu(C 14 H 14 N 2 O 6 )(C 3 H 4 N 2 ) 2 -(H 2 O)]Á2H 2 O} n , the Cu II cation, located on a twofold rotation axis, is coordinated by one water molecule and two imidazole molecules as well as two symmetry-related 3- ([4-[(2-carboxylatoethyl) carbamoyl]phenyl]formamido)propanoate dianions (L 2À ) in an approximately square-pyramidal geometry. The coordinating water molecule is located on a twofold rotation axis while the L 2À anion sits about an inversion center. The L 2À anions bridge the Cu II cations, forming polymeric chains propagating along the [101] direction. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO, N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and weak C-HÁ Á Á interaction link the polymeric chains and the solvent water molecules into a three-dimensional supramolecular architecture.
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Cg1 is the centroid of the N2/N3/C8-C10 imidazole ring. Symmetry codes: (i) x; y þ 1; z; (ii) Àx þ 1; y þ 1; Àz þ Yan Liu, Liu-Yang Xu and Hong-Tao Zhang
S1. Comment
The self-assembly of coordination polymers have been one of the popular areas of in chemistry recently, owing to their intriguing structures and various physical properties, such as optical, electronic, magnetic and catalytic properties , Wang et al. 2012 . From the view point of the intermolecular interactions, the structures of the coordination polymers are mainly governed by the intra-and intermolecular interactions, such as the coordination interaction, hydrogen bonding interaction and π···π stacking as well as the molecular conformations depending on the molecular flexibility (Morrison et al. 2011) . Accordingly, the aromatic pseudopeptidic molecules bearing the carboxylate groups could be the ideal building blocks to construct the coordination polymers with the metal ions. The σ-rotation about the N -C and the C-C bonds could induce flexibility in the molecules. The imine group N-H could serve as a better hydrogen-bonding donor and the amide C=O could also act as a better hydrogen-bonding acceptor. Moreover, the aromatic rings in the molecules could contribute to π···π stacking. The carboxlate groups in the molecules could capture the metal ions through the coordination interaction. Therefore, we have designed and synthesized an aromatic pseudopeptidic ligand, 3,3′-[1,4-bis(-benzamido)]dipropanoic acid (H 2 L). Here, we report the structure of the title helical chain-like coordination polymer, (I), which is derived from aromatic pseudopeptidic ligand, L 2-, and imidazole, namely
X-ray crystallographic analysis revealed that (I) crystallizes in the monoclinic space group C2/c with an asymmetric unit consisting of a divalent Cu II cation and a coordinated water molecule residing on a twofold axis, half of an L 2-siting across a center of inversion and one imidazole as well as a lattice water molecule. As shown in Fig 
S2. Experimental
The ligand H 2 L was synthesized from terephthaloyl chloride and β-alanine according to a similar method reported by Yuan et al. (2002) . 13.6 mg (0.2 mmol) imidazole was dissolved in 10 ml water and then the ligand (30.8 mg, 0.1 mmol)
was added in the solution. After H 2 L dissolved completely, The cupric acetate monohydrate (20.0 mg 0.1 mmol) was added in the solution. The resulting blue solution was filtered and the filtrate was left at room temperature. Blue block crystals of (I) were obtained (36.4 mg, yield ca 65%) after several weeks by slow evaporation of the solvent. 
S3. Refinement

Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I), a drawing of the asymmetric unit (multi-colored portion) with displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level. The polymeric chain of (I). 
catena-Poly[[[aquabis(1H-imidazole-κN
)copper(II)]-\ µ-3-({4-[(2-
carboxylatoethyl
